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Background & Motivation
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e The GO-GRASS project will Q

develop a set of small-scale bio- biochar

based solutions to unlock the
potential of grassland across
Europe and create new business
opportunities for rural areas.
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Analytical Framework ——

GO-GRASS
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Materials & Methods Table 1. Overview of alternative grass-based products |
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in Europe (n=18)

Grass-based product Location Case ID
. .
Multiple Fase Study Approach Faper Germany, 112710
(6 countries) Romania
Fiber Boards Germany, 1,14
. (Construction & Switzerland
* Cases selected operate with Insulation)
grass as their main feedstock Straws Germany 1
but exhibit diversity in terms of Fertilizer (Soil Netherlands, | 4,11
contextual conditions, Amendment) Romania
. Plastic Germany 5,16, 17
conversion processes, end-
products and users. Feed Protein Denmark, 6, 15
Netherlands
Bioenergy Germany, 8,9, 15,
Romania, 18
Netherlands,
Sweden
Seeds Denmark 13

29 . GENERAL MEETING

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement N° 862674




Summary & Key Findings

Figure 1. Business environment support for grass based businesses
per sub-arena (n=18)
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Key Findings

Financial resources for institutional
development, raw material and

infrastructures GU'GR&S,S

Sources of support for technology and knowledge Sources of funding for grass-based businesses
for grass-based businesses

Technology & knowledge

m Other = Credits = Grants = Crowdfunding = Private Equity/investments Funds

28% 15%

Crowdfunding
4%

Others Research Private
Networks

/J Other

Centers/academic Equity/investments ’_‘_—’&
/ 16%

Advisory __—

Services

_— institutes Funds
—1
17% ~——_ Clusters ’
1% % |

Credits
22%

29" GENERAL MEETING
‘GAASELAND: AT THE NEART OF GIRCULAR AN SUSTAINABLE FOQ0 SYSTENS
JUNE 26-30, 2022 = CAEN, FRANCE

- This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement N° 862674



Summary & Key Findings

Figure 1. Business environment support for grass based businesses
per sub-arena (n=18)
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Key Findings

Traini ded i I fficial
raining and education mostly unofficia
GO-GRASS
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Conclusions

** With the expected climate change and increased emphasis on sustainable
agriculture, it can be expected that services, goods, and functions of
grasslands will become more important.

** A key challenge for grassland farming is to design production systems and
management measures in such a way that the multiple functions and
services are adequately fulfilled or provide.

s The growing significance of grasslands underlines the necessity of further
gualitative and quantitative research on the co-evolution of emerging grass-
based businesses and their business environments.
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Recommendations
GO-

Businesses should take into account the region of Europe where it is going to be established, as this
fact determines the grass availability and quality associated with conditions of the natural
environment.

Consider the potential competition with current grass-based products associated with livestock
production and the existing infrastructure.

Capacity building and innovation programs, such as those linked to the EIP-AGRI, are required to
foster an adequate environment for researchers and entrepreneurs to innovative.

Cost-effectiveness of grass-based businesses should be facilitated through consumer awareness
campaigns and adequate funding mechanisms to balance the competition with the established
fossil-based economy.
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